THE VtSVA-BHA&ATl

for they have no faith in each other. And the result is that
they have all to get ready for the coming Armageddon,
notwithstanding all the Pacts, Leagues and Alliances of
Peace that have come into existence.
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IT is thus that Gandhi feels that the spirit of Satanism per*
vades the whole of the political and economic systems of
Imperialistic nations of the East.   And if he had declared
that the British system of Imperial rule in India is Satanic
in substance though not in form, it is because that system is
marked and marred by the same spirit of Satanism as
obtains in the West.    Mahatma Gancihi therefore desires
above all things to give a new orientation to the life of the
world, and of the West in particular, because of the invasion
of the East by the West; to bring it back to its true bearings
and to stop the process of its internal decay and putrefaction
that has already set in.  And his teaching is that the arrest of
this process would not be possible unless the remedy adopted
went to the root of the matter.   And so neither formal and
pious declarations of principles and ideals of national and
international conduct; not even pledges and pacts of the
sort would ultimately stand the test, if these were not rein-
forced by that internal strength which would be an antidote
to all external weakness.   These pledges and pacts may
contain within them the germs of 'great possibilities* as
Gandhi himself recognizes.   But  the essential  thing to
remember is that they will ever remain as mere possibilities
and never fructify, unless and until the civilized states of
the West losing faith in the power of external, Le. borrowed
strength chose to turn back and pursue the path that leads
' to the development of their internal strength.
So Mahatma Gandhi's message to the world at large is
the development of this internal strength of men, peoples,
and nations. For such strength, as already pointed out, would
be a true antidote to that spirit of helplessness, cowardice
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